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1 This chapter is an updated version of Wulf 2004 in Berghof Handbook Dialogue No 2 (see McCartney et al. 2004).
2 Governments in developed countries have implemented reforms in their security sectors too. However, this 
chapter primarily addresses security sector reforms in developing and transitional countries.
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Box 1
Definitions and Range of Security Sector/Systems Reform

Source: DFID et al. 2003, 30; OECD/DAC 2001, II-35; OECD/DAC 2007, 21.
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2.1 
Civilisation versus Securitisation

Box 2
The Historical Perspective
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Source: Wulf 2000.
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2.2 
Milestones

OECD – Development Assistance Committee
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The UN Secretary-General’s Report on SSR

World Bank

European Union

3 The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has promoted justice reform for many years.
4 For a list of all EU civil, police and military operations see the EU Council’s website: www.consilium.europa.eu/
showPage.aspx?id=268&lang=en.
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3.1 
Dimensions
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3.2 
Actors and Areas

Table 1: The Actors in the Security Sector*

Actors and Focus

Sector State-centred People-centred

Narrow 
Definition

Broader 
Definition

* For a different classification see Hänggi 2004, 6
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Actors and Focus

Sector State-centred People-centred

Broader 
Definition

3.3 
Objectives and Focus

Table 2: The Context of Security Sector Reform**

Development/ 
governance Post-authoritarian Post-conflict High criminality

Key or 
primary 
problem
Key reform 
objective
Specific 
security 
sector 
problems

This table draws on Bryden/Hänggi 2005, 30. 
     The four types of society in need of SSR are in reality often overlapping.
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3.4 
Examples

5 See www.ssrnetwork.net/ssrbulletin/afghanista.php#paul.
6 See www.humansecuritygateway.info/documents/ICG_TimorLestesecuritysectorreform.pdf.
7 See www.dcaf.ch/issat. 
8 See www.ssrnetwork.net/ssrbulletin/liberia.php. 
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4.1 
Political Sensitivities

4.2 
Local Ownership
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4.3 
Mainstreaming Gender
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4.4 
Whole-of-Government Approach 

4.5 
Structural Problems

4.6 
The Right Partners

9 From interviews by the author.
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4.7 
Donor Policy Coherence



352

4.8 
Selecting Priorities in the Light of Scarce Funds
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http://www.dcaf.ch/publications/kms/details.cfm?lng=en&id=43973&nav1=5
http://www.berghof-handbook.net
http://www.berghof-handbook.net


357Citation: In B. Austin, M. Fischer, H.J. Giessmann (eds.) 2011. Advancing Conflict Transformation. 
The Berghof Handbook II. Opladen/Framington Hills: Barbara Budrich Publishers. 
Online at www.berghof-handbook.net.

http://www.berghof-handbook.net
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/43/25/38406485.pdf
http://www.venro.org/fileadmin/Publikationen/Afghanistan-Positionspapier_PRT.pdf
http://www.venro.org/fileadmin/Publikationen/Afghanistan-Positionspapier_PRT.pdf
http://www.wulf-herbert.de/Berghofdialogue2.pdf
http://www.berghof-handbook.net

	Introduction 
	Conceptual Context
	Civilisation versus Securitisation
	Milestones

	Security Sector Reform in Practice
	Dimensions
	Actors and Areas
	Objectives and Focus
	Examples

	Experiences, Problems and Dilemmas
	Political Sensitivities
	Local Ownership
	Mainstreaming Gender
	Whole-of-Government Approach 
	Structural Problems
	The Right Partners
	Donor Policy Coherence
	Selecting Priorities in the Light of Scarce Funds

	Lessons Learned and Caveats
	Conclusions
	References

